'ltorney For Landowners:

State Hold

By LUKE WEST

Gaver nmeant al AR pry Eslaw
RALEIGH — Sen William
W. Staton of Sanford, chair-
man of the Senate Conserva
tion and Development Com-
mitiee. charged Tuesday “the
state is to blame for holding
up the Cape Lookout National
Seashore not the property

gwners Staton represenis
Staton also said al a NEWS
canference that be is innocent
of 2 conflict of mierest re-
garding his serving as an al-
\orney for the properly own-
ers — who are appealing land
condemnation prooeed

and his service as

ngs —
chairman
of the Senste Conservalion
wd Development Commutlee
{ can (ind no basis for the
roe of conflict of interest
—" said Staton He refused
however, to say how much
maney he has received in &t
torney fees from property
owners

Sizion represenis property
owners of about 75 acTes of
End &t Ca Lookout s Core
Banks, part of the pﬁxnst-d
wle for the national seashore

His chemts are appealing
condemnation proceedings on
i property due 1o @ dif-
yence of rm over the
pperty's value. Additional

properties are involved in the
national seashore program,
but Staton said he is nol -
volved in any of the land ac-
quisition matters relaung to
Cape Lookout

The property owners Staton
represents are Charies
Reeves. Jr. and Sam Bass,
Reeves' brother-in-law

Staton said he has been
their attorney *‘since befare
the 60's — The true fact of the
malter is that the state is to
blame for holding up the Cape
Lookout National Seashore.”

“_ Mr. Reeves had at-
tempted to work with every
administration since the pas-
sapge of the act (creating the
national seashore) to get this
malter settled but had been
met with nothing but bureau-
cratic red tape of the same
type that caused the people of
our state lo lose Bald Head
Island

“You will recall that back
in the 30's the General As-
sembly voted to direct the
Board Conservation and
Development lopurchase
Bald Head, but they failed to
appropriate funds lo carry

through and nothing was
done.
See BANKS, Page 16-B

Cape Lookout From Top Of Lighthouse
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